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Since the agreement to cesse fire in this erea at the end of November 
Jerusalem has been quiet. ‘hile the Israelis end Esyptiens were 

fighting in the Negebd a plene, reputedly Egyptian, flew over the New 
City and drorped 2 bomb or two end since then on two dining en un-= 


identified plene has flow over the fred side and drawn some fire 
from the ground but dropred no bombds,. occesionelly we heer explosions 
from mines or demolition operetions. Happily both sides sre observ=- 


ing the cease fire sereement ond there ‘he. s been no incident to pro- 
voke generel shooting. The Schocl continues to be heedquerters for 
United Natiors Observers in the Areb pert of Jerusalem end Commender 
Alan Sutherlend USN remains in cherce. He is such an excellent offi- 
cer thet we hope he will remsin as long <es the present program is in 
force. Col. Roger T. Carleson USMC, who has been Senior Observer in 
Jeruselem with headquerters in the YC end who has been a frequent 
visitor in the School, hes left for the United States end we have not 
been told who will succeed him. There are frequent changes in the 
Americen, 3elgian, and French personnel. The Swedish officers were 
withdrewn efter the assassination of Count Bernadotte. 


In the daily routine there sre crossings of the line at nine in the 
morning and three in the efternoon. A fleet of jeeps, cers, and 


+ 


trucks will leeve the Schocl with mail, mae <> end personnel going 
to the other side and within a few minutes a similar fleet will re- 
turn. Five deys a week at ten in the morning 2 UN plane is due at 
Oalendiya, the air field between here and Remellah. The convoy goes 
out to take departing personnel and to bring back the arrivals. Some- 


times the plane is late and occasionally the flight is called off on 
account of bad weather. 


Except at meal time sociel life conters in the living room of _ 
director's house, where there is a grate fire Chess and bridse are 
the most populer games. A portable radio brings us the daily news. 
We have intermittent running water; but still there is no electricity 
and so the central heating system will not work. In some rooms there 
are oil stoves, which are not very satisfactory. lost of them are 
outworn and the kerosene cn the market is not of the best. The 
guerd, consisting of six 4frab Lesion soldiers undor commend of an MP 
corporal, lives in the gearese and generally hes a wood fire in a tin. 
Some of the 1.ood comes from our trees which were felled by bomos dur- 
ing the fighting, but it has been necessary to purchase sevcral loads. 


In the Old City life has resumed its poace time aspect, except that 
many femilies there are des titute refugees and the strects are full 
of children. A few schools have been reopened, St. Georse's one of 
them, but for the most pert the schools aro closed. Food is plenti- 
ful for those who heve funds end not too dear. At the School we have 
daily meat, cgss, fresh vegetsbles, oranges, end bananas. The place 


of asse mbly for buses and taxis has becn moved from Stephen's Gate to 
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Herod's Gate and across the street from the lattor there has sprung 
up a cluster of shacks for the vending of gasoline, cigarettes, 
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chocolate, automobile accessories, bread, and coffee. Throughout the 


day there come to the school the shouts of vendors and solicitors for 
passengers. The road in front of the School still is closed to ve- 
hicles, but pedestrians use it constantly. A whole span of the front 


fence, where a bomb made e big hole in July, has fallen down and will 
necessitate expensive repair. 


We heve hed one sad occasion. On December 7 2 jeep containing four 
Americen enlisted men and an Arab Legion guard, as it was returning 
from Remallah, collided with 2 truck end was overturned. A sergeent 
wes killed outricht and the driver, whose les was severed, died in a 
hospital during the night. Another serseant wes so injured that he 
was sent to the hospital in Beirut end then flown back to 4merica; 

a corporal end the Arab Legion guerd were slightly injured. The 
bodies of tre two who were killed were embalmbed for shipment home 
and on the efternoon of the Oth there wes a funeral service in the 
fnglican cathedral, conducted by Dr. Klein. This was an impressive 
occesion. Officers and enlisted men served together as pall becrers; 
e11 the high ranking UN officisls in the area and members of American, 
British, and French consular steffs attended. The Arab Lesion sent 
@ platoon as suerd of honor, which escorted the bodies through the 
gate of the cathedral to the sanctuary, and at the close of the ser- 
vice an Arab Legion busler sounded the appropriate call. Both Arab 


and Jewish militery commanders sent letters of condolence to the 
nearest of kin. 


On December 17 I flew to Beirut to receive $1,000 in travelers' 
cheques in place of those which were burned in my September adventure 
end to bring down my wife for the Christmas holidays. It was a most 
interesting flight. On account of overhanging clouds the pilot flew 
at an altitude of only two or three hundred feet over the Heauran, so 
thet we had an excellert view of the immense lava bed with its bub- 
bles and cracks. Then to cross the mounteins we circled twice over 
Damascus until we were above the clouds. It was a thrill to come 
down through the clouds and see Beirut with its bay below us. 


I was successful in receiving the cheques, but unsuccessful in the 
attempt to bring back my wife. The weather was so bad that the 


plane could not fly over the mountains. ‘ve spent the mornings of 


the 23rd end 24th at the Beirut airport hoping for the plane to come 
in. There is no redio at the field of Ammen, so that Beirut cannot 


tell that the plene is flying wtil it aprecrs. On the 24th the 
Plane ceme es far as Damascus, but could not set over the mountains 
end so returned to Ammen. Since no flichts were scheduled for the 
25th end 26th, we spent Christmas in Beirut end had an excellent 
‘dinner with the George Scherers. 


I am told that the Christmas din- 
ner 2t the School was a success even without us. 


While we were dissppointed in not being able to spend Christmas at 
Jerusalem, we were more than compensated in seeing the Georre Cam- 
erons, who arrived in Beirut on Christmas Dey, end hearing George 
tell of his mervelous feat in scaling the rock at Behistun and 
earning importent items hitherto unknown about the inscription of 


Darius. On the evening of the 28th Dr. and Mrs. Cameron end their 


“WO sons had dinner with us at the Junior Collese and he wes per- 
sueced to give a talk to the teachers and students who were spending 
wre hAelidays in Beirut. Cameron and I called on Henri Seyris, who 
wcad us that he head come to Jerusalem the day after I left end had 


srent several days at the School while he studied the coins in the 
ra.estine Museun. 
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The Camerons were going to Luxor and suggested that we go along. 


Unfortunstely my wife could not go. The four Camerons and I flew to 
Cairo on the 29th. Though it was the day of the funeral of the mur- 
dered prime minister Nokrashy Pasha, we sew no sign of disturbance. 
We took the night train and arrived in Luxor on the morning of the 
30th. There we were received most hospitebly by the members of 
Chicago House end spent five interesting days as we were taken about 
the temples of Karnak, Luxor, Deir ¢l-Bahri, and Madinet Hebu, the 
Ramesseum, the Tombs of the “ings, the Tombs of the Nobles, and the 


Memnon Colossi by Drs. Richard Parker, George Hughes, Charles Nims, 
and Ricardo Caminos. 





We had the good fortune to be present for the New Yeer's Eve dinner 
and the transfer of the directorship from Parker (who is going to 
Brown) to Hughes. On the afternoon of New Yeer's dey there wes a 
"fantasia". An orchestra consisting of ney, yerghul, and tambuke 


played without intermission for on how and a half in the back yard 


while the servants end a dozen of their friends danced, a pair at a 
time, wielding sticks. 


At the end of the dancing the servants gave 
cheers for the outgoing director, the new director, Dr. Nelson, Dr. 
Wilson, and all the members of the staff. Then they and their 
guests hed a feast consisting of a whole lamb end trimmings. 


Our last days in Luxor were clouded br the illness of young Douglas 
Cameron, who hed a hich fever and a persistent headache. We flew 
back to Cairo on Jenuary 4 and Douglas wes taken to a hospital. 

There was grave doubt about his being able to go on the ship where 
the Camerons had reservetions leaving Alexandria on the 6th. On the 
5th, while Mrs. Cameron was staying with Douglas end George was pre= 
paring for eventualitics, Tommy snd I visited the Cairo Museum in the 
morning and went to the Pyramids of Gizeh in the afternoon. Instead 


of climbing the Great Pyramid we inspected the adjacent tombs which 
have been excavated in recent years. 


I had last been in Cairo in 1928. The streets and the shops and the 
hotels are about the same as they were then. My chief impressions 
were two. ‘While some of the material on display from the tomb of 
Tutankhamon twenty years eso was emazins, the tremendous and gore= 
geous exhibition now open to the public taxes the imagination. It 

1s almost unbelievable that the young king who died in boyhood should 
have such an outlay of gold, precious stones, alabaster, and woodwork 
made for him, much of it after he was dead. Zvidently the Amon 


priesthood wented to show that it paid, both in this life end the 
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next, to be orthodox. The second impression concerned the improve- 
ment in dregomens. 


While there is the ssme persistent soliciting 
and attempts to set the tourist into shops, the approved dragoman in 
Cairo todsy is more than a clever boy who has learned his speerh by 
heart. Tommy and I hed two brothers, one in the morning and one in 
the afternoon. They were graduates of the school of the American 
Mission and had studied in the Cairo School of Archaeolosy. They 
talked intelligently about history end could reed hieroslyphs. 


On the morning of the 6th Douglas’ fever had ebated and the doctor 


allowed him to be moved. I went to the stetion to see the Camerons 


off on the 9:30 train end spent twenty minutes nervously pacing the 
platform while they did not eppear. Finally, with only some three 
minutes to spare, they arrived end wore settled in their compartment 
Just as the train departed. The doctor had been late in arriving at 


the hospital to give Douglas clearance and on the way to the station 








the taxi was delayed by a flat tire. Had the Camerons missed this 


train it would have meant for them a tremendous amount of inconven- 
lence and expense. 


The next dey I flew back to Beirut, where I spent. the week end and 
spoke in the essembly at the Junior College. On the 10th I was back 
et the School. Life here is not dull. There ere numerous invita- 
tions to morning coffee end afternoon tee. The staff of the American 
Consulate General on the 12th ceve a party in the Ismeil House, 2 
large building between here and the American Colony. On the 18th a 


similar perty was given by the British Consul General at the British 
Consulate. 


We continue to have interesting and @istinguished visitors. Mr. and 
Mrs. Francis J. McCormick (she is Anne C'Hare McCormick) of the New 

York Times have been here three times and recently hed lunch with us. 
Dr. Bayard Dodse was here lest week fer a 


2 conference with local 
workers in the refugee problem. We met in the living room end later 


were entertained at lunch by the military governor of Arab Jerusalem, 
Lt. Col. Abdulla Bey Tell. 


The plight of the Arab refugees continues to be apalling, though the 
distribution of food hes improved. The Disaster Relief Project, 
which wes headed by Sir Rafael Cilento, hss been superseded by the 
United Nations Relief for Pelestine Refucgees, headed by Ambassador 
Stanton Griffis. Naturally there has been some confusion in the 
transfer and the new agency still is in the process of organization. 
The work hes been divided into three areas. The Leasue of Red Cross 
Societies (which is made up of the various national societies) will 
operate in Lebanon, Syria, and Trensjordan, where there are approxie 
metely a.third of the refugees. The International Committee of the 
Red Cross (which is not international but entirely Swiss) is re- 
sponsible for North Palestine, which contains abdout helf the refucees, 
some of them in Israel territory. The Friends heve responsibility 
for the other sixth, who sre in the district eround Geza. The number 
of refugees increases as the Zionists evacuate Areb villaces to make 
room for new immigrents end send the displaced persons across the 
line. According to the office in Beirut there ere now 800,000 re~ 
fugees. .One heers many stories of poverty, hunger, illmess, and 
death. Children who ought to be in school sre roaming ebout cities, 
villaces, end comps, learning to be beggars. One major problem is 
the finding of work for the able bodied so that they will not become 
permanent refusees. 


We can pray that peace will come to the land and that those who want 


only a decent occupation, livelihood, and security will have some 
reeson to hope for the future. 


I have asked Miss Putcamp to write about Christmas. 


Ovid R. Sellers, Director 


This winter I was privileged to have two Christmases in Bethlehem: 


one celebrated around the world on December 24-25 and the other the 


Armenian Christmes celebretced in Bethlehem on Janucry 18-19, 


The first wes unique in many respects, with UN personnel, reporters, 
guards, and others--eeager to spend Christmas in Bethlehem. while it 
had been announced that the Israelis would permit travel over the 





short roed, which they occupy, it transpired that only high siidiias 
stics would be allowed here and they would be subject to many checks. 
So everyone went by the Arab Legion military road, which was opened 
to ell who had proper passes. The Jews did allow all with necessary 


credentials to cu..e over the lines. A large crowd took advantage of 
this opportunity. Then the rains came. 


Where some 75 dinners were prepared at the only aveileble hotel, in 
nearby Belt Jala, more than 135 persons arrived. Room arrensements 
were proportionately confused. Also Commender Sutherland end Miss 
Assia Halaby, liaison officer for the Arab Legion, spent all dey of 
the 24th, all night, and most of Christmas dey getting people back 
end forth ecross the lines. There were last minute passes, reporters 
who hed to make dead lines, consular cars thet were delayed by rains, 


passengers missing in Bethlehem, and one gas tank filled with water 
instead of petrol. 


My host, Colonel Carleson, wisely decided to take us by jeep instead 
of sedan over the steep, winding militery road. A jeep actually is 
more comfortable on such a road; for it hangs on and one learns to 
dress warmly enough to take to the open air. 


There was no opportunity nor place to rest in Sethlehem; so we milled 
about the overcrowded shops, paid our respects to Col. Abdulla Tell 
and other officers at Arab Legion headquarters, ate what could be 


found, and enjoyed seeing old friends from Haifa, the New City, and 
Tel Aviv. 


The Protestant service, conducted by Dr. Klein, was simple and effec- 


tive in the chapel, through the courtesy of the Greek Orthodox Pat- 
riarch. Later we went to the Latin service. Seated as special 
guests in the front center we saw more of the service than I had seen 
previously. It was very elaborate end colorful. Ushers were Arab 
Legion and Esyptian soldiers, who were much in evidence es English 
Tommies used to be. The bells of Bethlehem, ringing at midnight, 

are elweys a thrill. We left soon after that, fortumetely; for it 
was first come first served as to beds in spite of reservations. I 
had a bed, but many sat up in various rooms and others tried to sleep 
in the lobby, which wes cold. 


I realized that probably it was much like the night when Jesus was 
born--multitudes in overcrowded Bethlehem, there for the payment of 
taxes; homesick soldiers of Rome; "no room et the inn;" and certeinly 
little conception in the milling crowds that a great event was taking 
Place as a babe was born of a simple village girl in a small, dark 

' cave, a Shelter from the rain and cold. 


Obviously this experience was somewhat unsatisfactory; so it seemed 
a good idea to witness the Armenian celebration of Christmas, which 
date varies but is alweys held in the Jerusalem area on January 18 
end 19. Therefore I hired a car, invited the Armenian staff nurse 
of the Anna Spafford Baby Home to accompany me, and went out the 
afternoon of the 18th. There had been a colorful group of horsemen, 
we were told, sent out from Bethlehem to meet the honor guests. 
Nurse Miriam found friends sho had not seen since she 


she and whey were 
@riven from their homes in Katarnc.. ‘We found a comfortable room and 


welcome at the French Hospital and at ten we met in the Armenian 
chapel of the Church of the Nativity. 
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The painted hats and simple black robes of the Armenian priests seem 
part of the nature of the church. 


by groups of male singers. 
sterding crowd with incense. Even a 


esponsive prayers were chanted 
Boys went frequently through the mostly 


a strengsr on the whole was con- 
scious of the meaning of what they were doing and of the simple sin- 
cerity of the ceremony. Shortly before midnight honor guests arrived. 
About this time the priests were arrayed in colorful robes, as if to 
greet their Lord, and then a procession led to the manser. Here the 
Armenian Petricrch, in beautiful brocade cepe, with silver shepherd's 
crook and silver jeweled cross, read from the Holy Sook end preyed. 
The choir seng exquisitely. The ceremony was not long ond the small 
.procession returned to the church. “le were told thet meny people 
remain ell night in the church, similar ceremonies continuing and 
groups goiny: down to the manser. But we lef well setisfied with 
this Christm2s, confronted outside agein by severe wind and cold, 


which turned soon into rain and continued all the following day. 


This is the 20th and rain still is falling, not nice for Christmas 

but good for the country. Probably the British Consular perty of 

last evening, for which we returned, was not planned for Armenian 
Christmas dey, but it was nevertroless a fitting finele and I am 

sure that His Britannic Mejesty's Consul General, Sir “Hugh Dow, would 
not object to such a classification of his delightful hospitality. 


Ann Putcamp 








